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SUBJECT: DETENTION OF RICHARD HANNA 
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1. STRONG NOTE ALONG LINES REFTEL, INCLUDING REQUEST FOR 
MEETING WITH PMAC CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE, DELIVERED MAY 6 
TO MOFA BY DCM WYMAN WHO ORALLY ADDED POINTS ABOUT 
SENATORIAL INTEREST AND PROBLEMS IF CASE BECOMES PUBLIC. 

2. ON MAY 8 I REINFORCED ALL POINTS IN A PRIVATE CONVER- 
SATION WITH FONMIN KIFLE, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM 
12-DAY WEST AFRICA TRIP. KIFLE SAID HE BELIEVED MATTER 
WOULD BE SATISFACTORILY SETTLED VERY SOON. HE INTENDED 
TO SEE CHAIRMAN TEFERI WITHIN TWO DAYS TO BRING OUR MAY 6 
NOTE TO HIS ATTENTION. I STRONGLY URGED QUICK ACTION. 

3. ON MAY 1 1 I TOOK OPPORTURNITY AT SPRRTS EVENT TO DISCUSS 
HANNA CASE PRIVATELY WITH HAIRMAN TEFERI, TEFERI SAID 

HE HAD SEEN MAY 6 NOTE AND WAS GIVING IT HIS PERSONAL 
ATTENTION. HE ASSERTED THAT CHARGES HAD IN FACT BEEN 
PLACED AGAINST HANNA. SO THERE WAS NO VIOLATION OF AER 
TREATY. I SAID OUR INFORMATION WAS DIFFERENT AND THAT 
MATTER HAS ASSUMED SERIOUS PROPORTIONS IN WASHINGTON. 
WITH RISING CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST. HE SAID CHARGES 
AGAINST HANNA HAD NOT BEEN PRESSED BECAUSE OF GOE DESIRE 
NOT TO MAKE DIFFICULTIES FOR US-ETHIOPIAN FRIENDSHIP, 
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"THE ATTITUDES OF SOME PEOPLE IN GOVERNMENT" (CLEARLY 
IMPLYING HOSTILITY AMONG SOEM DIRG MEMBERS). I SAID WE 
TOO WISHED TO CONTINUE SMOOTH AND FRIELDLY RELATIONS BUT 
THAT QUICK ACTION ON HANNA CASE WOULD BE NEEDED, OTHERWISE 
RELATIONS WOULD BE DAMAGE. 

4. TEFERI SAID HE BELIEVED CASE COULD BE SETTLED QUICKLY, 

ANT THAT HE WOULD MOVE AS SOON AS HE COULD. I PRESSED 
HIM FOR ESTIMATE AND HE SAID "PROBABLY WITHIN A WEEK." 

5. COMMENT: HANNA HAS BEEN TOLD THAT MATTER HAS BEEN 
ESCALATED TO HIGHER LEVELS AND FOR TIME BEING HE IS IN 
MUCH BETTER SPIRITS. HE NOW SPENDS NEARLY EVERY DAY AT 
HIS APARTMENT PACKING FOR DEPARTURE, BUT IS RETURNED 
TO DETENTION AT NIGHT. WE TAKE SERIOUSLY FONMIN KIFLE'S 
AND PMAC CHAIRMAN S EXPRESSED HOPES AND DESIRES FOR 
SMOOTH SETTLEMENT OF CASE AND BELIEVE CHANCES ARE THAT 
SATISFACTORY SOLUTION WILL RESULT: I.E. DEPARTURE OF 
HANNA FROM COUNTRY. HOWEVER ON PAST PERFORMANCE WE 
CANNOT BET ON TIMING OF "PROBABLY WITHIN A WEEK." 
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